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Build vour own timber frame
home this beautiful . . .
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"
Citwut roaen with bomaiful hammerbeam s in hembock

magine your own home just as
beautiful as this. Hand-crafted
timbers. Superb energy efficiency. Vaulted
ceilings. Picture living in your new home
surrounded by our elegant, custom join-
ery! Excited? Call or log on now for your
free, 30 page Design Brochure or your 98
page Plan Book for only $18.00.
North Woods Joinery
WwWw.nwjolnery.com

(800) 500-2503
PO Box 180, Cambridge, VT 05444
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Why Bulld Just An
Ordinary House?,

An OAKBRIDGE TIMBER FRAME cun transfomm

un ordimary house intoan extrsondinary iving space
For mone mioomation o our 58 portfolio call ot
wrile us lodisy als

OAKBRIDGE

ITMBER #RAMING LTD
20857 Eamnest Road, Howard, OH 43028
866-599-5711 » 740-599-5711

OUTDOOR ROOM
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Small By Design

The race for extra room should
start long before you begin measur-
ing for curtains—if you really want
to make every square inch of your
home count, first take a critical look
at your floorplan. Here are our top
five tips for carving out space in
your design.

1. CONSIDER WHAT YOU NEED,
Taking an honest look at how your
family really lives will help you elimi-
nate wasted space. There’s no sense
in having a formal dining room if
you're just going to end up gathering
around the kitchen island. Stick with
the spaces you'll use every day, and
eliminate the rest.

2. MIX IT UP. While you're thinking
about spaces you can live without,
also consider which rooms can be
combined, Do you really need a
guest room and an office? With
some creative solutions (see page
46), these two easily can become
ane. Similarly. a loft can be anything
from a library to a bunkroom.

3. THINK YERTICALLY. You've prob-
ably heard it before: Build up, not

out, Why is this advice so often
repeated? Because building verti
cally (think putting in a basement)
is-a whole lot cheaper than expand
ing your home’s footprint. Plus,
going the other way (adding height
to crei]ing:-.] will make small rooms
feel a lot larger.

4. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF DEAD
ZONES. Your homes dead zones
(nooks, alcoves, spots with low
ceiling height) can be major space
hogs—unless you use them creati
ly. Dead zones are prime canc
for storage, especially under

or in rooms with sloping ceilings
where drawers can be built into
the low walls. And tiny alcoves can
be converted into charming sitting
areas with built-in benches

5. GET OUTSIDE. Outdoar spaces
can extend the square footage of
your home—but only if you actu

ally use them. Consider screening

in a porch or including an outdoor
hearth on your patio so you can stay
outdoors more months of the year If
you have a wraparound deck, include
plenty of doors so it's accessible
from anywhere in the house. -CM
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