RUSTIC ENCLOSURE

Hook wup an outdoor shower
much like vou would an indoor
one, If vou want both cold and
hot running water, This Old
House plumbing and heating ex-
pert Richard Trethewey recom-
mends adding a pressure-balance
valve ro prevent scalding. “And
tor those who live in four-season
climates, by far the biggest con-
cern is having the ability to drain
pipes when the temperature drops;”
cautions Richard; warer trapped
inside can freeze and crack the
pipes. Shutoff valves should be
locared m the house with pipes
traveling on a downward slope.
An exposed riser and a shower
ike the
BOI weneck model Steve Crandall

used in a shower (pictured page

head that both unscrew,

116) he built in Virginia’s Blue
Ridge Mountains region. ensure
that every drop is eliminared.
Drainage is also an issue when
the showeris in use. Local build-
ing codes vary abour the dispos-
al of gray water. Burt for the most
part, outdoor showers simply
drain into the ground. A drvwell
consisting of an earthen pit lined
with landscape fabric and hlled

with gravel can be placed under-

neath the shower floor to help
disperse the flow. More compli-
cared, [‘:.i[ rL't‘-t\l';f'i'Li in some lo-
cales, is routing wastewater into

the sewer system.

See how it's done—watc
being installed at t!

h a video of an outdoor shower



